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2007 STUDENTSHIP QUOTA ALLOCATIONS EXERCISE

STFC EDUCATION, TRAINING AND CAREERS COMMITTEE

INSTITUTION:
University of Liverpool
DEPARTMENT:
Physics (Cockcroft)
1. GENERAL
1.1 APPLICATION INFORMATION

· Total number of departments applying for a quota: 74
· Total number of studentships sought (over two years): 1286
· Total number of studentships allocated (over two years): 520
1.2 THE ALLOCATIONS PROCESS
In preparing for the quota allocations meeting, Education, Training and Careers Committee members were asked to assess each application against the published assessment criteria (listed at Annex 1) and to submit to STFC an overall grade for each department of between 1.0 (unfundable) and 5.0/5* (excellent).  A copy of the grading form used by the Committee is at Annex 2.

At the meeting, each application was introduced by a lead spokesperson from the Committee, who provided:

· A verbal summary of the department relative to the assessment criteria;

· Confirmation of the number of research active supervisor staff working in STFC related scientific areas;

· An impression gained from the 2006 and 2007 questionnaires completed by students in the department;

· A score against each criterion;

· An overall grade for the department;
· A suggested allocation of studentships.

The spokesperson’s scores and overall grade were discussed by the Committee and scores for each criterion and a final overall grade were agreed.  In addition, the Committee graded the relevance of the department’s research activity to STFC priority areas as high, medium or low.  The grading was based on the STFC roadmap and the nuclear physics strategic plan.  The discussion of the proposed allocation took account of all factors covered by the assessment criteria.

1.3 STUDENTSHIP PROJECTS

Allocations are being announced ahead of final decisions on the future STFC programme to enable departments to go ahead with recruitment of students for the 2008 academic year.  Departments will be expected to assign students to PhD projects that are within areas of science supported by STFC and relevant to the approved STFC science programme.

1.4 STUDENT: STAFF RATIO

· Average number of studentships allocated per research active staff member: 0.57 over two years.

1.5 PHD SUBMISSION RATES

· Average PhD submission rate for students supported by the Council in the years 1999 to 2002: 3 years 9 months.

2. DEPARTMENT-SPECIFIC FEEDBACK
2.1 NUMBER OF POTENTIAL SUPERVISOR STAFF WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT, AS IDENTIFIED BY THE EDUCATION, TRAINING AND CAREERS COMMITTEE (FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT STAFF RESEARCH ACTIVE IN STFC SCIENTIFIC AREAS):

· 13.5
2.2 DEPARTMENT’S OVERALL GRADE, AS AGREED BY THE EDUCATION, TRAINING AND CAREERS COMMITTEE:

· 5.0
2.3 DEPARTMENT’S SCORE AGAINST EACH OF THE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:

· Quality and breadth of the research training programme in research

4.5 – Good level of research activity in STFC areas.
· Research environment

5.0 – Good research training environment through links with a number of universities.
· Strength of the department and scientific output in STFC areas

4.5 – Strong.
· Quality of available projects and suitability for student training

5.0 – Good, though the Committee would wish to see clearer definitions of student projects..
2.4 DEPARTMENT’S SCORE FOR RELEVANCE OF RESEARCH ACTIVITY TO STFC PRIORITY AREAS.

· High
2.5 STUDENTSHIP ALLOCATION

Studentship funding from the 2007 quota allocations exercise will be awarded as doctoral training grants (DTGs).  Funds awarded will be based on a notional number of students at 3.5 years.  The calculation assumes a student unit costs of £63.2k.

Your department’s notional number of studentships and an estimated DTG cash value:

	
	2008
	2009
	Totals
	Estimated DTG

Value

	Astronomy
	0
	0
	0
	£379,200.00

	Particle Physics
	3
	3
	6
	

	Nuclear Physics
	0
	0
	0
	

	Overall
	3
	3
	6
	


Taking into account the number of studentships available for award and the high demand from departments, the allocation above was considered to be appropriate for the number of potential supervisors identified and the overall grade awarded by the Committee.

· The estimate for the DTG covers all funds currently paid on studentships, apart from overseas fieldwork costs and disabled students allowances.

· Funds for overseas fieldwork and disabled students allowances will be paid in addition to the DTG.

· Formal DTG grant announcements will be issued in summer 2008.  Grants will be for a five year period with an announced start date of 1 October 2008 and an end date of 30 September 2013.

· Grants will be subject to the DTG terms and conditions that have been agreed across Research Councils http://www.stfc.ac.uk/Grants/Studs/DTG.aspx. 
3. OVERALL OUTCOME
Attached at Annex 3 is a table showing the overall outcome of the allocations exercise.  The allocation table and a histogram showing a breakdown of overall grades (5* - 1) across the departments that applied to the quota competition will be available shortly on the STFC website.

